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Between Righteousness and Profit: A Study of the Emotional Labor of '"News
Rangers" Surviving on Internet Platforms
Li Jiaying
(School of Journalism and Communication, Xizang Minzu University, Xianyang, Shaanxi 712082)
Abstract: Against the backdrop of the platformization of digital journalism, a group of former traditional media professionals have transitioned
into self-media practitioners, actively operating on internet platforms as "news rangers" and sustaining their survival and journalistic
engagement through emotional labor. Grounded in this localized concept, this study examines the academic value of its conceptual
construction, the distinctive operation of its "intermediary discourse" mechanism, and its unique emotional labor mechanism. The findings
reveal that the emotional labor of "news rangers" exhibits a dual orientation of "righteousness" (yi) and "profit" (li): on the dimension of
righteousness, they sustain their journalistic ideals through empathetic engagement with public issues; on the dimension of profit, algorithmic
logic compels them to transform emotional expressions into emotional performances quantifiable by platforms. Caught in the tension between
these two dimensions, they rely on trust—based communities to undertake "de—commodification" adjustments, attempting to strike a balance

between commercial logic and public value.
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